Mockery Manor Chri stnmas Speci al
A Mdw nter Night's Dream
Witten by Lindsay Sharnman
Musi ¢ and Sound Design by Laurence Owen

Chri stmas Mockery MJSI C.
MARGOT VO
Long Cat Media presents...
Mockery Manor. . .
"A Mdwi nter Night's Dreani.
Musi c f ades.

A LORRY drives past.

I NT. LORRY CAB
Christmas nusic plays on the RAD O
And then, incongruously, a crow CAWS.
LORRY DRI VER
Aye. Snowi ng again. Not |ong until
we' re home, M Muinin.
The crow CAWS5 again. He PECKS at the radio.
LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
a! G, Minin, stop it! Stop pecking
the radi o, you' re gonna break it!
PECK PECK PECK. The radi o BREAKS, the nusic D ES.

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Ch jingle balls, |ook what you' ve

done!
CAW
LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
(i ncredul ous) You don't Iike Xmas
carol s? Ri ght regul ar Scrooge, you
are.
CAW

VWl |, perhaps you' d prefer a story
i nst ead?

Somewhat eerie MJSIC



LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
I know just the one. Tis a strange
tale. Do | know any other kind? Heh
heh heh. You'll know it well, M

Munin... for you were there.
CAW CAW
VWll you shouldn't have broken the
radi o then, should you? Wiat el se are
we gonna do! It's the story or now!
CAW
LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Shut up.
W | eave the sound dynamcs of the lorry cab and transition
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m nal story-telling space. Intimate, it is.

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Twas a cold winter's eve in 1994
A winter unlike all the winters
bef ore.
For a place that till now had but
sl ept through the cold
Awoke, and was nerry, and glittered

i ke gol d!

Yes, our Mockery Manor, all tinsel
and holly

Now open for Christmas, and | ooki ng
so jolly!

There were markets and reindeer (the
ri des were closed, m nd)

And mull ed wi ne for a surcharge of
£1.99

The ol d Ti psy Tea Roonms becane
Santa's grotto

You could sit on his knee, then get
totally blotto

Cone on down, said the ads, for a cup
of good cheer

Yes, The Mockery M dw nter Dreanl and
is here!

But while chestnuts were roasting and
carols were sung

The Mockery famly weren't having
much fun

And up in the Manor, ooooh, tenpers
were fraying

Rai sed voices there were — and a
twn, she were saying...

BETTE
I won't do it. No! No no no!



I NT. MOCKERY MANOR

PARKER
(exasperated) Ach, Bette..
BETTE
I"ve said all along, | don't want to

hel p run this bl oody park.

MARGOT
We're not asking you to. W just need
you to hel p out today. W're so
short-staffed.

PARKER
Yeah, cone on Bette, don't be a
di ckhead.

BETTE
"' mnot being a dickhead. Look, |I'm
sorry, but | have nmy own business to
tend to.

PARKER

(taunting) OCh yeah, of course, your
Pl firm how s that going? How many
clients have you had now?

BETTE
(splutters) I don't know, | haven't
count ed.

PARKER

You' ve been open two years, and you
haven't had a single client.

BETTE
I"ve had clients. Plenty of clients!
You just haven't seen thenl

PARKER
Do you have one right now, then?

BETTE
O course not. It's Xnmams, no-one
hires a PI at Xmms.

PARKER
Wel |l you know what that neans? You're
free to help out here! Now, see those
boxes, that's lighting for the
Chri stmas show, we're gonna--



BETTE
--No! I"'msorry Parker, | won't be
puni shed for your cock-up. You should
have hired enough staff.

PARKER
I did hire enough staff! But there's
a wnter vomting bug going around!

BETTE
Is it you? Because you're maki ng ME
feel sick.

PARKER

Am | the winter vomting bug?
He WALKS towards the boxes.

PARKER (cont' d)
Yeah OK Bette, |I''"'mthe winter
vom ting bug. Good j oke.

Par ker GRUNTS as he picks up a heavy box.
PARKER (cont " d)

Very cl ever.
Here. Take this box.

BETTE
No, I'mnot taking it.
PARKER
Too | ate.
BETTE
I"'mnot taking it! I'm-
PARKER

Brace yoursel f.

BETTE
- -oof !

Bette staggers under the heavy box.

BETTE (cont' d)
Bl oody hell! Wiat's in here?? A body?

PARKER
Lanps. You can help ne hang them up
along the trail in the forest.



BETTE
Oh ny God, |I'mnot working today! |
told you.

Bette drops the box with a CRUNCHY JANGLE

A beat .

PARKER
(outrage) What are you doi ng?? Don't
just drop it! If you' ve broken all of
t he | anps--

BETTE
You shouldn't have forced ne to hol d
it! You' re not ny boss!

MARGOT
(loud) No, I amthe boss! Me! | am
the boss and you will listen and obey

me! You two will stop bickering and
you wi Il work together for the good
of the famly! Cbey ne or suffer the
consequences!

PARKER
You al right, Margot?

BETTE
Wth respect, Aunty Margot, | can't
be expected to drop everything at a
monment's notice. |'mnot even

enpl oyed by Mockery Manor

MARGOT
W're your famly. This is a famly
busi ness.

BETTE
Mm One could argue that famly
busi nesses tend to be a hotbed of
enoti onal mani pul ati on and
expl oitative working practices.

MARGOT
| didn't want to do this. Bette. You
do not pay rent.

BETTE
(surprise) What's that got to do with
anyt hi ng?



MARGOT
And you have commandeered two of the
finest roons in the Manor for your
Private Investigation office.

BETTE
Vell yes, but--
MARGOT
| pay all bills. Including groceries.
BETTE
I know, but--
MARGOT

| bought you a car.
Beat .
BETTE

Vll, yes. But | amgoing to pay you
back! You know I wll.

MARGOT
A long-lens canera. A fully equi pped
dark room

BETTE
Yes, | know, I know And |I'm
grateful, | really am but Margot,
pl ease don't do this to ne. Not
today. | have plans! | booked a
babysitter!

WALKI E TALKI E buzzes.
DAVI NA VO

Mayday! Mayday!

PARKER
Oh bl oody hell, what now? Yeah go
ahead Davi na, what's happeni ng?

DAVI NA VO
The grotto's run out of xmas
presents. W've got three criers, a
| ot of angry parents, and soneone's
done a protest wee on Santa's | ap.

PARKER
How did we run out of presents!



DAVI NA VO
Because hal f the bl oody town's showed

up!

PARKER
Ww. Yeah. | didn't expect it to be
t hi s popul ar.

DAVI NA VO
|'ve sent Santa on a break to buy
sonme time. Parker, go round the manor
and grab anything small we can wap
up. Onanments. Cutlery. Toilet rolls.
Hei rl oons. You get the picture.

PARKER
Roger, Davina. Be right there.

BETTE
See? They've got it in hand. They
don't even need ne.

PARKER
Cutlery. Ornanents. Toilet rolls.
Heirl oons. Right, |'ve gotta go.

Par ker RUNS OFF. Opens DOOR.

MARGOT
Don't take any heirloons, Parker!

DOOR SLAMS SHUTS.

BETTE
Well, aunty Margot, if that's
everything, | suppose | can go now?
MARGOT
Yes of course.
BETTE
G eat.
MARGOT
You can go pack up your office.
BETTE
What... what do you nean?

MJSI C starts up.



EXT. FOREST

MARGOT
If you won't help nme wwth ny
business, then I won't help you with
yours.

BETTE
Mar got !

MARGOT
It's your choice, Bette.

BETTE
That's no choice! Aunty Margot, |, |
can't believe you're doing this to
me. | can't believe you're giving ne
an ultimatum At Christms, too.
Do you really nmean it?

MARGOT
Yes.

BETTE
But that's so unfair. My guest is
arriving soon! What am | supposed to
tell thenf

MARGOT
Tell themto stay and watch the
Christmas show. | wote it, you
know - ' The Tragedy of Donner and
Blitzen'. Onh, it will be wonderful.
T is a pronenade piece; the actors
gui de the audi ence deep into the
Mockery woods. |If you work hard,
Bette, maybe you can finish early and
catch the final scene.

Crow CAWS in the distance

The ACTORS MURMUR, di sgruntl ed.

JJ
(calls) Cone on, guys! Focus, please.
The show s in three hours. Just one
final run-through, and then I'Il et
you go.

Mor e UNHAPPY ACTOR MJURMURS.

JJ (cont'd)
| know, | knowit's cold out here--



Beat .

LUKE
And dar k.

WALTER
And creepy.

JJ
--but let's just have fun with it,
yeah? OK, let's go fromthe top
Wal ter, when you're ready.

WALTER
X

JJ
In your own tine.
(beat) Have you forgotten your |ines?

WALTER
I was waiting for you to say
"action'.
JJ
That's novies, you don't do that in
theatre. Just... start acting.
WALTER
K
(beat) Now?
JJ
Yes!
WALTER
K
CGent | es, perchance you wonder at this
Xmas show, but wonder on, till truth

makes all things plain.
(as hinself) What's that actually
mean?

JJ
It's wordplay. The audi ence are
"wandering' through the forest,
wat ching the play. But they're also
"wondering' what you're talking
about .

WALTER
Should | explain that to the audi ence
after | say the line?



JJ
No!

LUKE
Wiy's it sound like that? Al 'la-di-
da, ooh perchance, ooh | ook at ne,
"' mnot meking any sense, | amfrom
t he past.’

JJ
Shut up Luke.
Walter, go ahead. From where you
st opped.

WALTER
This reindeer is Donner, if you would
know, and this beautiful |ady deer
Blitzen is certain.

JJ
So at this point, Donner and Blitzen
will come out frombehind their trees

and present thenselves to the
audi ence.

LUKE
VWhere's Blitzen?

JJ
He's on guest services until 5, he'l
join us then.

LUKE
This is stupid. The main character's
not even here, why are we doing this.
W're not even actors.

JJ
Yeah, | can see that! The real actors
all have the vomting bug, don't
they. But that nmeans you guys get a
chance to strut your stuff! Better
t han being on waltzer duty! O
mucki ng out the reindeers! W get to
have fun and nmeke art!

M SC ACTOR
I can't feel ny fingers.
LUKE
It's so dark, | mght trip over a

tree root and die.

10.



WALTER
I hadn't even thought about the tree
roots...

A MJRMUR of agreenent fromthe other actors.

JJ
Yeah, OK. Parker's bringing the |anps
any second now.

LUKE
(om nous) They say there's an
el ephant in this forest.

WALTER
Is there??

JJ
Ch for God's sake.

LUKE
A murderous el ephant that eats magic
mushroons to survive. Many a victim
has been gored by its m ghty tusks.

WALTER
Chhhh.

JJ
It's not nurderous.

LUKE
So you know about it, do you!

JJ
No! Yes! It's just a silly runour.
Shut up, Luke. We're | osing focus
agai n! Cone on, people! Let's start
at the top of the scene and run the
oh I can't be bothered with this.
K everyone! Good work! Go back to
t he Manor, get your costumes on, run
t hrough your lines together, and |'1l|
see you back here fifteen m nutes
before curtain up

LUKE
There's no curtain. We're doing it in
the forest.

JJ
(wal king off) OK!I' Bye! See you soon!

11.



WALKI NG- -

WALTER
(distant) But what if the el ephant
cones?

JJ

"I'l be alright on the
be alright on the night.
e
I

(mutters) It
night, it'll
Ch ny CGod, t
bad. Wy did
enbarrassi ng

hey're so bad. They're so
say |I'd direct? So

A SNAP of a tw g.

JJ (cont'd)
(scared) What was that?
(beat) It's nothing. It's just an
animal . A small one. A badger.

More TW GS SNAP

JJ (cont'd)

(whi spers) Gahan? |Is that you?
BETTE

JJ!
JJ

Oh CGod! Bettel!

BETTE
Hel | o weirdo. Why are you wal ki ng
t hrough the woods nmuttering to
yoursel f?

JJ
Oh bl oody hell. Wat are you doi ng
her e?

BETTE
(happy) I"'mon a m ssion.

JJ
Ahh you're hel ping Parker with the
| anps?

BETTE
No. |I'm heading to the gardener's
cott age.

JJ

The cottage? Wiy are you going there?

12.



BETTE
To get a fire going. Make it nice and
cosy.

JJ
Graham was nmurdered at the cottage.
BETTE
Ugh, don't. | was trying not to think
about that.
JJ
So why woul d you go there??
BETTE
K I'"Il tell you. Afriend s com ng
to stay. | was going to cook for them

in the Manor, but Margot's breathing
down ny neck, so |'ve had to change

nmy plans...

JJ
You're taking a friend to the nurder
cott age.

BETTE
Don't call it that!

JJ
| don't get it. You' re not working,
then? | thought Margot was gonna ask
you to help out in the park.

BETTE
She did. | had to say yes, she
basically forced ne. But al ack and
alas, |I've just this nonent caught
the vomting bug and will have to
spend the whol e day | ocked in the
bat hroom What a pity, | so wanted to
wor k. Ooh, actually, you could back
me up, nmake it nore believable. Tel
Mar got and Parker you saw ne puki ng.

JJ

I"'mnot gonna help you skive off!
BETTE

JJ, | can't just abandon ny friend.

They' ve cone all the way from
Cer many.

13.



JJ
Germany? Who do you know from
Cermany? Is it... is it Getchen? No!

Wiy didn't she tell ne she was
Vi siting?

BETTE
Because she's only visiting ne.

JJ
Oohhh! |Is this a date??

BETTE
Maybe. We haven't officially called
it a date, but who the hell cones all
that way if it's not, don't you
t hi nk?

JJ
| didn't know you two kept in touch!

BETTE
Renmenber when | took that holiday to
Berlin last year? | went to one of
her gigs. And then we becane pen
pals. And now she's com ng here, and
we're going to fall in love and run
away toget her!

JJ
You're so secretive, Bette, | can't
believe you didn't tell nme about
this. Oooh, |I've got an idea: maybe

Gretchen could help us out! You could
wor k toget her, that would be..
romantic?

BETTE
JJ, | amnot inviting her all the way
here for fun tinmes and possible
romance and then putting her to work.
Qoh, look at the tine, she'll be here
soon!

JJ
But Bette, please, the park, it's
carnage out there.

BETTE
Ch, you'll survive. You' ve been
t hrough worse! Toodl e-00 sis, wish ne
| uck!

Bette nmoves off.

14.



15.

JJ
(sighs) Really??
I NT. PARK
Christmas MJSI C pl ays through speakers.
CROWD NO SE.
Paul on the TANNOY -

PAUL
Ho ho ho and festive greetings one
and all! My nane's Paul and it's ny

pl easure to wel conme you to the
Mockery Manor M dw nter Dream and
Experi ence!

A CROND CHEERI NG SOUND EFFECT that cuts off abruptly.

PAUL (cont'd)
Nice little sound effect there.
And what a nmgi cal occasion this is:
the very first tinme that Mockery
Manor has thrown open its gates at
yul etide! Normally, only lunatics and
drunks woul d be outside on a day I|ike
this, but | ooking at the crowds
today, it turns out quite a |ot of
you think it's a great idea! And
we're so happy you do.
A qui ck rundown of all the wonderful
experi ences open today: next to
Santa's grotto you can find his
magi cal reindeer, go and give them an
appl e! But do be careful though, they
are vicious, you do not wanna get a
nip fromone of them cos, well,
they' re probably carrying di seases.
Now the ice rink in front of the
manor i s dangerously over-crowled
right now, so you m ght have to wait
before you skate, but that's K
because the Christmas market is
selling a w de range of hot spicy
dri nks, candy canes, and pretzels -
which is just salty bread. Eh. Sone
people seemto like it.
Now, a | ot of people have been asking
when they can go on the
roll ercoasters and sundry rides,
and... you can't. Sorry.



The CROAD gives a disgruntled NO SE.

PAUL (cont'd)
This is a mdw nter Xmas wonder| and
experience, not a normal thenme park
day, and we don't have the staff to
open the rides. But what we do have
is a Xmas play for the whole famly;
' The Tragedy of Donner and Blitzen'.

Paul triggers the CROAD CHEERI NG sound effect again.
PAUL (cont'd)

m

Yy.

And in fact, | am playing one of the
titular roles - don't get excited,
"titular' nmeans the nane is in the
title. Not that 1'll be show ng ny
mammaries. Not in this weather!

Paul triggers a BA DUM Tl SH sound effect.

PAUL (cont'd)
Haha, oh dear ne.
I"'mplaying Blitzen. It's the male
romantic | ead.
The play starts at the edge of the
Mockery woods behind the Manor at 7pm
sharp, and each scene occurs at a
di fferent place along the forest
trail! So conme see ne not exactly
tread the boards - nore like tread
the twigs and fox shit--

SHOCKED CROWD NO SE.
PAUL (cont'd)

Sorry, fox 'poo'! Sorry about that.
Merry Xmas, one and all!

I NT. SANTA' S GROTTO
Xmas nusi c.

PARKER
There we go Father Christmas, sone
| ovely new presents for the kiddies.

He DUMPS a | oad of presents on the fl oor.
SANTA

About bl oody ti ne.
( MORE)



17.

SANTA (cont' d)
Ho ho ho. Hello small child, what's
your nane?

DAVI NA

Behi nd the tinsel rope, please!
PARENT

Excuse ne, we've been here 40

mnutes, | think we're next.
PARENT 2

There's four of you, |I've only got

one kid, we should go next.

DAVI NA
| said nmove! Or it's a lunp of coal
for all of yal

PARENTS GRUMBLE

JJ rushes in,

DAVI NA (cont' d)
| said nove back

PARKER
Oh ny God, look at them they're |ike
a zonbi e horde.

gr abs Parker.

JJ
(whi sper) Parker, there you are. W\
need to set the | anps along the
forest trail

PARKER
Ch boll ocks, | got distracted, 'l
come and do that now.

JJ
I can hel p.

PARKER
Hang on, before we go - (whispers)
Davi na! Davi na!

DAVI NA
VWhat is it? |'m busy.

PARKER
W need soneone to restock the
mar ket. The eggnog stall's run out of
eggnog, and the pretzel stall's run
out of pretzels.

( MORE)



18.

PARKER (cont' d)
And the pigs in blanket stall's run
out of pigs in blankets--

DAVI NA
Yeah, | get it. But | can't |eave the
grotto, Parker, |'m Peasebl ossomthe

elf. If I"'mnot here, the parents
start attacking one another.

JJ
| can tell the cast of the play to
come hel p.

DAVI NA

Great. Go on! Go go go!

Par ker and Bette | eave; the door BELL jingles as they pass
t hrough. They WALK with great haste through the park.

PARKER
I"I'l go do the lights, you go get the
actors. Bette can help ne in the
forest. Where is she, have you seen
her?

JJ
Yeah. | have.

PARKER
VWhat ? What is it? JJ?

JJ
(sighs) She's pretending she's got
the vomting bug to get out of
hel pi ng.

PARKER
What ?7?

JJ
She's sneaking out to go on a date.
She thinks that's nore inportant.

PARKER
She's going on a date?
JJ
Yeah!
PARKER

|l can't believe it. Who with?



JJ
Remenber Gretchen. From
Dunkel schl oss?

PARKER

G etchen? What, pigtail s??
JJ

Yeah.
PARKER

Bette fancies Getchen? | can't
believe it. They're going on a date?

JJ
It's so unfair. She's so selfish
Leaving us to work our arses off,
whil e she runs away from her
responsibilities! Wwo does that??

PARKER
Has she fancied Gretchen this whole
time, then?

JJ
Huh? Ch. Yeah, | guess so.
PARKER
Bl oody hell. That's two years. |
don't believe it!
JJ
Wiy are you so upset?
PARKER
I"'mnot upset! I'mlivid!
JJ

That she's skiving off work, or that
she fanci es soneone?

PARKER
(splutters) That she's skiving,
obviously! | couldn't give alog if

she's got a date! Pbbt. Who cares?
Not me. Wiy would I? She's a very
annoyi ng person who only thinks of
herself. In fact, you know what, |'m
gonna go tell her that. Yeah! Were
is she?

19.



20.

JJ
The gardener's cottage. But G etchen
m ght be there by now W can't just
burst in, can we?

PARKER
We? You don't have to cone. Nah, [|'I|
just go, tell her she's being wong-
headed, and she'll see the error of
her ways. Happy days. Laters gators.

Par ker runs off.

JJ
But... is there tinme for this?
(call's) Parker!
| can't believe it. Parker fancies
Bett e??

EXT. THE FOREST

The FLAP FLAP FLAP, CAW CAW CAW of M Minin descendi ng.

LORRY DRI VER
Wl cone, good crow.

The crow | ands on a branch.

CAW

CAW CAW

CAW CAW CAW

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Let's hear it. What are they up to?
Report in full, M Minin.

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
It's not creepy. Wiy shouldn't | keep
tabs on thenf? |I'mjust curious,
that's all.

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
No. Real ly? Heh heh! What did she say
to that? Oh dear oh dear! OCh, | bet
he didn't |ike that!

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Dear ne, there's none so blind as
those who will not see. And therefore
is wing' d Cupid painted blind.

( MORE)



CAW CAW

CAW

CAW CAW

CLI NK CLI NK

CAW

21.

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Tell me M Miunin, do you think
Bette's ever been open with G etchen,
or does she expect her to be a m nd-
reader? And JJ, flipping heck, pining
after that lanky twat. | tell you
what the problemis, she's terrified
of doing anything reckl ess nowadays.
One extreme to the other, that girl.
But maybe she's right to keep schtum
Parker can't seemto acknow edge
where his heart truly lies. (tuts)
Al'l so scared of getting hurt. Fear
is the eneny of |love, M Minin.

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Oh, well I"'mvery sorry! Is this a
waste of your precious tinme? Shoul d
we be neddling in the affairs of the
hi gh and m ghty, then?

Al human life is inportant, thou
knows, even these silly buggers.
(sighs) They're so young, and they've
been through so nuch. | just want
themto have a nice Christnas.

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Bl oody hell, you're cynical.

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Now then, | have a little Xmas gift
for you to give our foolish |overs.
M Minin, you're to take this here
magi cal juice and anoint the eyes of
Par ker and Gretchen. But don't do it
all wlly-nilly! Thou nmust be
careful, for once their eyeballs are
swnmmng in't juice, the next thing
they spy is the one they fall in |ove
with. So make sure you depl oy the
juice at the precise nonent each of
themis | ooking at the person who
suits thembest. Got it?



LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Good. Nice and sinple. Can't see that
goi ng wr ong.
CAW CAW CAW

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
I won't listen to anynore of your
negativity, M Minin! It's Xmas, a
time of joy and goodw I|. So hop to
it!

CAW CAW FLAP FLAP FLAP.
I NT. COTTAGE

DOOR OPENS. Snoooooth MJSI C on the record pl ayer.
The two WALK i n.

BETTE
Cone by the fire, Gretchen. It's warm
over here.

GRETCHEN

Yah? Good. Brrrr. It's so cold. This
cottage snells of danmp. And what's
that big dark stain on the porch?

BETTE
Um not hing! Probably just rot? Look,
| brought a bottle!

GRETCHEN
Chanpagne? Ww.

BETTE
Let's open it.

POP.

BETTE (cont' d)
From t he Mockery cell ars. Margot
won't mnd. | do a lot for her, you
know. She's very grateful

GRETCHEN
So when is JJ com ng?

BETTE
She isn't. She has to work, bl ess
her.

22.



GRETCHEN
Ch. W should go see her. She's in
the park right now, yah? Let's go!

BETTE
No! Gretchen, we can't. W have to
stay here. | sort of pretended |I had
a vomting bug to get out of work.
GRETCHEN
On!
BETTE

| didn't want to | eave you tw ddling
your thunbs on your first day here.

GRETCHEN
I wouldn't mnd. | can practice sone
of the new songs for the gig
tonmorrow. Hey, thanks for offering to
put me up.

BETTE
My pleasure. It's so good to see you

GRETCHEN
Yah. How do we say it? 'Bottons up' ?

BETTE
Cheers.

GLASSES CHI NK

BETTE (cont' d)
I'"ve really enjoyed our letters.
Witing to each other, it's felt
alnost... old fashioned.

GRETCHEN
Yah, yah, it was nice. It was good to
practice ny witten English.

BETTE
Oh. Geat.
Is that all it was?
GRETCHEN
Uh. Bette. Am | sensing sonething?
BETTE
Oh, er...
GRETCHEN

Do you need to say sonething to ne?
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BETTE
No. Well, maybe. Ohh. Yes. Yes,
actually. Getchen, the thing is, I--

The DOOR SLAMS open. The needl e on the record player flies

of f,

the MJUSI C BUZZES to a stop

PARKER
Hel |l o Bett el

BETTE
Par ker !

GRETCHEN

Par ker! Hey, how are you

PARKER
Alright Getchen, long tinme no see.

BETTE
What the hell are you doi ng here?

PARKER
(whi spers) What am | doi ng here? \Wat
the hell are YQU doing here! You
agreed to hel p!

BETTE
Under duress! As you can see, | have
a guest, Parker, who's cone all the
way from Germany.

GRETCHEN
Actually | was just in Brighton.
BETTE
You were?
GRETCHEN
had a gig. The band are still there

I
in a B&B. Ooh, maybe | shoul d tel
themto cone to the park? Super fun

PARKER
Yeah yeah! That's a great idea,
Gretchen, you tell "emto cone right
now. They could be here in two hours.
BETTE
No!
GRETCHEN

Why not ?



JJ enters.

BETTE
Because... because..

JJ
Knock knock! Just ne. H guys.

BETTE / PARKER
Ch, what the hell.

GRETCHEN
Hiiii!

JJ
H G etchen!

PARKER

(sotto) JJ, why are you here? | said
I was handling it.

GRETCHEN
Cone! Cone cone! Have a drink with
us! Bette said you had to work today.
Are you on a break?

PARKER
No, she is not! JJ, you should be in
t he park!

JJ
Me?? What about you??

PARKER
Me? What about Bettel

BETTE
How is this nmy problem?

PARKER
I"msorry, but none of us can be here
right now. No cosy little |Iove nests
while the rest of us slog our guts
out, I'mafraid.

GRETCHEN
(confused) Love nest?
JJ
Parker, I'mnot sure we have to a

right to ruin this for them

PARKER
What ?7?
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JJ
I think we should go.

PARKER
You're the one who said it wasn't
fair, that they--

The crow FLIES IN with nuch FLAPPI NG and CAW NG

Everyone SHRI EKS.

Magi cal

SPLAT

PARKER (cont " d)
Jesus Chri st!

BETTE
GQuys, there's a bird in the house!

GRETCHEN
Oh ny God! It's huge!

PARKER
Were the bl oody hell did that cone
fron??

JJ

How did it get in here??
PARKER

Bl oody hell, it's dive-bonbing us!
JJ

How i s this happeni ng AGAI N?

GRETCHEN
Is there a nest in here??

SPLAT.

PARKER
Oh ny God, it's shat in ny eyes!

BETTE
Oh yuck! That's disgusting!

Arg! It got me on the arm

PARKER
There's bird shit in ny eyes!

JJ
It's comng at ne! Hungh! (Il unges
si deways)



JJ (cont'd)
It mssed! Oh no. Gretchen, duck!

GRETCHEN
Ch no!

Magi cal SPLAT.

JJ OPENS the

CAW CAW

GRETCHEN (cont ' d)
Agh! My eyes! It went in nmy eyes!

PARKER
G etchen, don't open your eyes, it'l
eat right through 'em Have you seen
what it does to a car?!

BETTE
JJ, open the door, I'll chase it out
with this poker!

JJ
X

door. Lots of CAWNG FLAPPI NG etc

BETTE

Shoo! No, not that way, this way!
GRETCHEN

WIIl | go blind??
BETTE

Danm t, you stupid bird!

JJ
Here, Getchen, use ny scarf to w pe
your eyes. Parker, you take the other
end.

GRETCHEN
Yes, |'ve got it! Thank you.

BETTE
This way, you flappy bastard!

PARKER
Where's the scarf? JJ, where's the
scarf?! Help nme, put it in nme hands!

JJ
Here, Parker. Here
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JJ (cont'd)
Does it sting, Getch?

GRETCHEN
(surprised) No, not really. | think
it's safe to open ny eyes...

MAG CAL SHA- W NG

He opens his

GRETCHEN (cont' d)

OChhhh!  Onhh.
JJ

How does it feel ?
GRETCHEN

It feels... It feels... ohhhh nmy!
PARKER

Can't believe this. Bird shit in me
bl oody eyes!

JJ
Par ker, come here, let nme have a
| ook.
GRETCHEN
JJ... you saved ne. Agai n!
BETTE
(background) Ha-yah! Stupid bird!
JJ
Open your eyes Parker, let ne see.
PARKER
Don't wanna.
JJ

Just do it. Cone on!

PARKER
Fi ne.

eyes. Magi cal SHA- W NGGGG

PARKER (cont " d)
Oh ny gawd. ..

JJ
Oh, you're fine. Your eyes aren't
even red. They | ook kind of sparkly,
actual ly.



CAW CAW The

PARKER
Because |I'm | ooki ng at you!

GRETCHEN
VWhat is this? So nmany feelings!

PARKER
Yeah so many feelings...

JJ
Are you two alright? You' re being a
bit weird.

PARKER

JJ, | need to tell you sonething..
GRETCHEN

No. JJ, | need to speak to you.
BETTE

(shouts) And stay out!

door SLANS.

BETTE (cont' d)
| didit! Ddyou see? | got the bird
out!

PARKER

Thank you for the scarf, JJ.
JJ

That's K
BETTE

Guys! | got the bird out! No-one was
wat chi ng?

PARKER
This scarf snells of your neck.

GRETCHEN
Yah! Body Shop, white nusk.

BETTE
Phwoo, out of puff now So how are
you two doi ng? How are your eyes?

PARKER
| have never seen nore clearly in ny
life.

GRETCHEN
Me too.
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BETTE
Ch. Good.

JJ
Alright, erm | think I'm gonna go.

PARKER
["l'l come with you

JJ
Cool . Bette, Getchen, sorry for
i ntrudi ng. You carry on.

GRETCHEN
You' re | eaving?? You can't | eave!

JJ
Yeah. Sorry Gretch, wish we could
stay. Bye guys!

They head out.

PARKER
My | ove!

BETTE
Bye! Thanks for bringing a rabid bird
into the cottage.

PARKER
My | ove! Where dost thou go in such
hast e?

GRETCHEN
Wait! I'"'mcomng with you

BETTE

You want to go with then? But they
have to work. Stay here, with ne.

GRETCHEN
| have to go.

G et chen RUNS out.
BETTE
G etchen?? Dammt. Danmt!
G etchen, wait for mel!

FOOTSTEPS.
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EXT. FOREST
CAW CAW
LORRY DRI VER
Good work, M Muinin! She chased you
out, did she? She's a feisty one!
Qooh, they nust be having a | ovely
time now
CAW !'!
LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
You what ?? They both | ooked at JJ!?
For pity's sake! Did you sabot age
this on purpose??
CAW CAW
LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
It was not a stupid plan!
CAW
LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Well who's fault were it if not
your s!
CAW CAW CAW CAW CAW

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Uni on? What do you nean, you'll tell
t he uni on?

CAW CAW FLAP FLAP FLAP.

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Fine. You go file a conplaint! See if
it stands up! It won't!
["l'l just undo all your m stakes
nmysel f, then, shall 1? At |east then
I"I'l be assured of a good job!

SPLAT.
LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
What the! Bloody hell! D d you just
crap on ne? You little bastard.

EXT. THE PARK

The | overs are wal ki ng through the park.
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JJ
I have to go check on the actors.

PARKER
K XK' 1 shall conme with you

JJ
What ? No, Parker, you need to do the
| anps! We're running out of tinme. The
play starts in an hour!

PARKER
| don't care about the play. | don't
care about this park.
JJ
What ?
PARKER
It can all go to hell. As long as

we' re together.

JJ
Is that a joke? | don't get it.

G et chen RUNS up.

GRETCHEN
(pants) You wal k so fast! JJ, | ook,
an ice rink! Let's go skate together

JJ
|l can't Gretch, | have to work.

BETTE
(distant) G etchen!

JJ
Look, here cones Bette. Skate with
her.

PARKER
Yeah, go skate with your girlfriend
and | eave us al one.

JJ
Par ker !

GRETCHEN
| beg your pardon?

JJ
Don't be rudel!
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PARKER
Sorry!

Bette RUNS up.

BETTE
Gretchen, can we please go back to
the cottage.

GRETCHEN
Bette is not ny girlfriend! | am
single and ready to mngle...

BETTE
"Arifriend ?

GRETCHEN
...With a very specific person.

BETTE
Did one of you just say sonething to
G et chen about ne?

GRETCHEN
Par ker said you were ny girlfriend.
But you're not.

BETTE
Par ker! Wiy did you say that??

PARKER
Can you two just bugger off? JJ and |
need sone privacy.

JJ
No we don't.
PARKER
But we do, babes. | can't keep this

in any longer. It's tinme we accepted,
no matter how scary it may be, that
we're destined to be together.

JJ
What the f--

GRETCHEN
No! JJ doesn't want you! She wants
ne!

JJ

What ?7?
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BETTE
(heartbroken) Gretchen! Don't tell ne
you |ike JJ??

GRETCHEN
O course | do. She saved ny life in
Dunkel schloss. If it wasn't for her,
t hat gangster woul d have shot ne.

BETTE
If it wasn't for JJ, that gangster
woul dn't have been there in the first
pl ace!

GRETCHEN
No. She saved ne.
BETTE
Unghhh!
PARKER
JJ saved us all! | owe you

everything, JJ, and | wll gladly
spend ny life in service to you

JJ
Is this sonme kind of prank?

GRETCHEN
You're a hero. My hero.

BETTE
Ch please! JJ's a hero like a
cornered fox is a hero!

JJ
Bett e!

GRETCHEN
Your sister is clearly jeal ous of
you, JJ. So she shoul d be.

BETTE
Gretchen, you can't be serious.

PARKER
Get lost, Getchen! JJ barely knows
who you are. But we have a history,
don't we darlin?
The Origin Showcase.

JJ
Ch ny God, shut up, Parker



35.

PARKER
It was the nost sensual experience of

nmy life.

JJ
Par ker! Shut up!

PARKER
' ve thought about it so many tines
since. Late at night. | know you have
t 00.

BETTE

The Origin Showase? |Is that where
you two had your dirty shag? Ugh.
Thanks for the nental i nage.

GRETCHEN
JJ, you slept with this |anky fool?
PARKER
What did you call ne?
GRETCHEN
But this was in the past, yah? So you
and I, we are free to explore our
feel i ngs.
JJ
(loud) OK, you can all stop now Very
funny guys! Very funny. Yeah, | see
what you're doi ng.
PARKER
Babe?
JJ

Poor JJ, always single! Let's all
pretend we fancy her! Wen did you
all get together and plan this, then?
Bette, did you put themup to it?

BETTE
Me? | haven't done anyt hi ng!
PARKER
No babes, | |ove you, it's--
JJ
(shouts) Let ne tal k! For once, just

shut up!
| can't believe any of you woul d
think this is funny. Yeah, OK, 1've
been single for years.

( MORE)



JJ (cont'd)
Is that a joke to you, then? Yeah,
I've never had a proper boyfriend.
But how do you open up to sonmeone
about your nessed-up life when you
know it'll scare the crap out of
then? You can't! So yeah, |ooks |ike
' mgonna be single forever! And if
you think that nmakes ne... what, a
| oser? Laughabl e? Then you're a bunch
of real shitbags, and | expected
better fromall of you! Especially
you, Bette.

Bette SPLUTTERS.

JJ (cont'd)

And you, Parker, | really |iked you.
PARKER

You di d??
JJ

But | suppose you're trying to
inpress Bette, is that what this is?
Well. That is... really horrible of
you, actually. | trusted you. You can
all just sod off!

JJ WALKS of f, CRYI NG
PARKER / GRETCHEN

JJ! Wait! This isn't a prank! | |ove
you!

GRETCHEN
You hurt her! How dare you hurt ny
JJ!

G etchen SLAPS Parker, who SQUEALS.

PARKER
Get off nme you crazy cow

A pecul i ar AVBI ENCE SVWELLS for a second, and then--

LORRY DRI VER
(echoi ng, godly) Freeze!

The park is PLUNGED I NTO SI LENCE. The humans FREEZE.

strange HUM underpins the lorry driver's words.

W& hear his FOOTSTEPS.

A
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LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Bl oody hell. Wat a ness. What have |
done?
Were's that bl oody antidote...

POP of a cork being renoved froma G.LASS BOTTLE.

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
You first, Parker. Just a drop in
your peepers...

MAG CAL ZZZZ| NG

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
There. Sorry about all this, |ad.
Still, she told you she |iked you.
That's good, in't it? Except now she
hat es you, of course. Oh bl oody hell.
You next, fraulein.

MAG CAL ZZZZ| NG

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
At | east you're going hone soon. You
never have to see these three again.
They have to live together! Eeee. |
think I mght've ruined things
bet ween the twi ns. Just when they'd
grown cl ose agai n.
Ohhh, | can't leave it like this. Let
me see, what el se have | got..

The TI NKLE of GLASS BOTTLES.

Aha. Aye, this'll help "emforget.
This'Il do nicely.

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
One for you, JJ.

MAG CAL ZZZZ| NGS.

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
And Bette. And... three, four.
There. Al done. But perhaps...
perhaps | shan't wake you up right
now. Soneone has to put those | anps
along the forest trail, and there's
very little time before the show
begins. Aye. | shall do it. It shal
be ny penance.

CAW CAW FLAP FLAP FLAP.



CAW

CAW CAW

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
M Miunin? You're back. | think | owe
you an apol ogy. Good M Munin, |
shoul d've |istened to thee.

Well. Very gracious of you, sir.

The presents? And Margot? What a
splendid i dea. Aye, that's a proper
gift, that is. You go and do that,
there's a good | ad.

CAW CAW FLAP FLAP. He exits.

And as for ne, to the forest | go,
with lanmps in tow

And the forest, ny lovers, is where
t hou shalt--

EXT. THE PLAY, FOREST TRAIL

Hi s voice ECHOES in a dreamy, god-like sort of way--

A magi cal

LORRY DRI VER
- - Anake!

time junp. The play is in progress.

LUTE MJUSI C pl ays.

WALTER
(distant) This lantern lights the way
and presents to you the final scene
of our good play.

JJ
(woozy) Ohhh. What happened?

BETTE
(woozy) |'m seeing double. Dd I
drink too nuch?

PARKER
(woozy) Why are we in the forest?
How d we get here?

GRETCHEN
(woozy) | think I'm gonna be sick.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER
Shhhh! 1'"mtrying to watch the play!
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JJ
(confused) The play?
(realisation) The play! On ny CGod!
It's started??

AUDI ENCE MEMBER
Shhh! Have sone respect for the
act or s!

PARKER
Yeah yeah, alright.
Quch! JJ! Why'd you pinch nme?

JJ

(confused) To see if |I'm asl eep?
BETTE

Were we argui ng about sonethi ng?
GRETCHEN

| remenber... uh, it's slipping away.
JJ

The | anps are up. Look! The | anps are
strung fromthe trees. Did you do
t hat, Parker?

PARKER
l... | nust've done.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER

Shhhhhhhh!

BETTE/ JJ/ PARKER/ GRETCHEN
Sorry!

AUDI ENCE MEMBER
Shhhhhhhh!

BETTE/ JJ/ PARKER/ GRETCHEN
(whi spers) Sorry!

PAUL/ BLI TZEN
My Donner, she is gone... to join
Santa's elite team of nmgi cal
rei ndeer. Gone!

PARKER
They gave Paul the main part??

PAUL/ BLI TZEN
Perhaps | wll find the courage to
foll ow her
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PARKER
Bl oody hel I .

PAUL/ BLI TZEN
Conme, reins! Cone, trusty harness, ny
breast inbue! Donner, | conme to you!

MARGOT
The end!

The LUTE MJUSI C st ops.

The audi ence

PAUL
What ?
MARGOT
Wonderful ! Excel | ent e!
PAUL
Hang on a m nut e!
MARGOT
Cl ap! Everybody cl ap, please.
CLAPS.
CHI LD
Mummy, that play was weird.
WALTER
But it's not over yet. | haven't done

t he epil ogue!

MARGOT
It doesn't need one, you' ve done
enough! Mre than enough. Well done
everyone! You brought my words to
life. Fromdreamto reality.

PAUL
But | wanna do the song.

BETTE
(whi sper) Shit! Margot's here! Oh
God, she's seen ne! Shit! She's
wal ki ng over! What do | do??

PARKER
Al right Margot.

MARGOT
Hell o Parker. Hell o JJ.
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Beat .

BETTE
Hel | o aunty Margot.

MARGOT
Bette.
BETTE
Your play was excellent. | feel nuch

better, by the way. | had the
vom ting bug, but--

MARGOT
You were sick, Bette? Well. One woul d
never know. You've all worked very
hard t oday.

PARKER / BETTE / JJ
You what ?

MARGOT
The Xnmas Market is fully restocked.
The play canme together nicely. And
the new grotto presents, where on
earth did you find then? Train sets,
dolls...

PARKER
Real | y?

MARGOT
Ninja Turtles.

PARKER
Ninja Turtles??

JJ
Everyone's... happy?

MARGOT

Ch yes. The M dw nter Dream and
Experience is a total success. W
shall have to do it again next year.

PARKER
Love to.

MARGOT
O maybe a permanent Xnmas feature.
Yesss.

PARKER
Chri stnas Town?
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MARGOT
Per haps. Anyway, right now you shoul d
all relax. Go have sone eggnog! Stay
out as late as you want.

Mar got wal ks of f.

PARKER / JJ / BETTE / GRETCHEN

(weirded out) Bye Margot.

MARGOT
Have fun, children.

A BEAT. Parker gives a single COUGH Awkward.

JJ
How about we just... never nention
t hi s agai n?

BETTE/ PARKER/ GRETCHEN
Yeah. Good idea. Brilliant idea.
Can't renenber nuch anyway.
Chanpagne? Eggnog?

Their voi ces beconme BLURRY, DI STANT..

I NT. LI M NAL SPACE
An EERI E HUM
A Mockery / Silent N ght hybrid plays.

LORRY DRI VER
If we shadows have of f ended,
Think but this, and all is nended,
That you have but slunber'd here
While this audio did appear.
And this weak and idle thene,
No nore yielding but a dream
So, good night unto you all.

CAW CAW CAW

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
It is not plagiarism It's out of
copywite anyway, | can do what |
want wwth it. And Bill wouldn't m nd,
woul d he? He had a sense of hunour.
Al them sex j okes.

CAW CAW
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LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
No! You knew hi nf??

JAUNTY nmusi c.

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
You' re joking! What was he |ike?

CAW CAW CAW CAW

LORRY DRI VER (cont' d)
Real | y?? Wth a banana? Haha! He was
a class act, wasn't he, old Bill! Oh
M Minin, | can't believe you let ne
tell that story when you were sitting
on the fact you knew Shakespear e!

CAW CAW CAW CAW CAWNNNNN

The end.

Merry Christmas, folks!

CREDI TS
You have been |istening to Mockery
Manor: A Mdw nter N ght's Dream
Witten and directed by Lindsay
Sharman wi th nusic, sound design and
editing by Laurence Owen.

Hayl ey Evenett was JJ and Bette,
Laurence Onen was Parker, Paul, Luke,
the nysterious Lorry Driver and
addi ti onal voi ces,

Li ndsay Sharman was Margot, Davi na
and addi ti onal voices,

James Ducker was Walter

and Abbi e Eastwod was G etchen and
addi ti onal voi ces.

Thank you so nmuch for supporting Long
Cat Media by purchasing this speci al
epi sode - we hope you enjoyed it.

Pl ease do spread the word, because
25% of the profits will go to a
charity chosen by our patrons in
January.

( MORE)



CREDI TS (cont'd)
If you'd |like to becone a patron and
hel p us make nore Mckery Manor and
our other podcasts, go to ko-fi.com
| ongcat nedi a

From Li ndsay and |, and the cast of
Mockery Manor, we'd |like to wish you
all a very nmerry festive season, and
a happy new year
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